116                                                                               SREE  GOPALAKRISHNAYYA

and the newly kindled domestic fire was to accompany the
couple throughout life. Offerings are made to it and Vedic
formulas pronounced. After sunset, the husband leads out his
bride, and as he points to the Pole star and the star Arundhati,
they exhort each other to be constant and undivided forever **
(Prof. Mac Donnel).

" Permission to marry a daughter was asked from her father
by the suitor through the mediation of an intimate friend.
The wedding was celebrated in the house of the bride's parents,
whither the bridegroom, his relatives and friends came in proces-
sion. Here they were entertained with the flesh of cows slain
in honour of the occasion. Here the bridegroom took the
bride's hand and led her round the nuptial fire; and on the
conclusion of the wedding festivities, the bride, anointed and
in festal array, mounted with her husband a car adorned with
red flowers and drawn by two wWte bulls and conducted in a
procession to her new house. ** (Rig Vedic Marriage Rites)

The following marriage-hymns are from the   Rig   Veda:
To the Bride:    " I grasp thy hand that I may gain good fortune,
e* That thou mayst peach old   age   with   me,   thy

husband;
Bhaga, Aryaman, Savitri, Purandhi,

The Gods have given thee to share my
household. **

To Agni:         " To thee,   O Agni,   first   they   led

Bright  Surya  with  the  bridal throng,
So in thy  turn  to  husbands  give
A wife along  with  progeny. 9?

Benediction:      *c Here abide ;  be mot divided j

Complete life's  whole  allotted  span;
Playing with  your sons  and grandsons;
Rejoicing in your own abode. "

Last Stanza :     " May all  the  Gods ' us  unite;

May water? now our hearts entwine;

May Matariswan ,and Dhatri

May Deshtri us together join, '*    (Mac